
 

 

Clearwater Marine Aquarium is proud to announce August Volunteer of the Month,           

Jim Audette and September Volunteer of the month Jason 

Drizd!  

Jim is a member if the Marine Mammal Department. He is driven 

and self motivated. His attitude is that he is always happy to be at 

CMA and help. Jim is eager to learn and does things before being 

asked. He is an asset to the Marine Mammal team.   

 

 
Jason is a member if the Sea Turtle Department.  He has been a      

volunteer for just six months and is here at least four shifts a week! He 

is also a volunteer in the water quality department.  In his short time 

with us he has done an amazing job. He will help in any way we ask 

especially when it comes to becoming Leroy the Loggerhead and         

entertaining guests. 

 

Jim and Jason have each won a $25 gift certificate to be used in 

the CMA gift shop. They will also be featured on the Volunteer Central page of the CMA 

website. A huge thank you to Jim and Jason for all that you do at CMA.                

                                                     

Honorable mention to all of our nominees:                                                                          

Deanna Warner, Guest Services 

Ryan Reid, Water Quality 

Claudia Gunther, Education Department 

Rob Mc Cambly, Dive Team 

Karen Altieri, Marine Mammals 
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CMA VOLUNTEER NEWS    

This is a very simple, no nonsense article for our volunteers this month, It is a word of ñThanks.ò 
 
You hear the word ñthanksò all the time and sometimes it may seem a bit disingenuous.  However,  
I can assure you this, it is not.  As many of you know, since ñDolphin Taleò has been released, CMA 
has been teeming with people.  A recent weekend was a record breaking weekend for attendance 
as have been many other days since the movieôs release.  We had over 6,450 guests visit the 
aquarium on Friday, Saturday and Sunday.  To put this in perspective, for the whole month of     
October in ô09 (we were closed last year for filming), we had only 7,436 in attendance!  That means 
we almost had as many guests visit the aquarium in one weekend as we had for the whole month 
of October in ô09! 
 
I was on duty that Sunday and I can tell you, most guests were happy with our staff and volunteers even though we were 
in a crowded condition.  You all were amazing and engaging to our guests who were walking through water to get into 
the aquarium due to the rain.  The parking lot attendants did an outstanding job of handling all the cars.  Our guest      
services and gift shop teams were very busy but pleasant to our guests.  Education, Hospitality volunteers and staff were              
fantastic and I can never leave out our always dependable dive team for their consistent efforts to keep our pools clean.  
And while all the chaos is going on, our Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle volunteers continue to care for all of our        
precious animals both night and day. 
 
The simple truth is to pull off this kind of growth and keep our guests happy in these conditions and care for all of our 
animals is nothing short of a miracle.  It takes a dedicated team of true professionals and in a non-profit organization that 
depends on its dedicated volunteers to function, itôs no wonder you hear the word ñTHANKSò so often.  Please know that 
the repetitiveness of this word does not in any way diminish its meaning. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Frank 

Thanks! by Frank Dame - Executive V.P. 

Important Information All Volunteers Need To Know 

In the event that you have to miss your shift it is very important that your department be notified as soon as you know 
you will not be coming in. Please call CMA at 727- 441-1790 plus your departmentôs extension. This information is very 
important in order for each department to plan the day accordingly. 
 
Marine Mammals-Ext 232     
Retail-Ext 243                                      
Sea Turtles-Ext 224 or 226       
Dive Team-727-409-6293 
Hospitality-Ext 248                                    
Volunteer/HR-Ext 230                       
Development-Ext 233     
Marketing-Ext 227      
Guest Services-Ext 229 
Water Quality-Ext 245                      
Education, SLS and off sites-Ext 252           
 



 

 

2011 SEA TURTLE NESTING 
by Mike Anderson , Supervisor of Marine Turtle Programs 
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CMA VOLUNTEER NEWS    

The 2011 sea turtle nesting season has come to an end. The season started off with a bang. We had our first nest on 

May 5
th
 which is pretty early for our area. We are not used to seeing our first nest until later in May. Also, early in the 

season we had a report of a turtle nesting on Indian Shores at around 11:30 am. Photos taken by some out of town    

visitors showed that it was a Kempôs Ridley nesting in our area which has not 

happened since 2002. About two weeks later the same Kempôs Ridley 

showed up again to nest on Clearwater Beach. Kempôs Ridleys are the most 

endangered species of sea turtle; one reason for this is their daytime nesting 

behavior. When I received a call at 4:30pm about a nesting turtle on Belleair 

Shore on June 29
th 
I hurried out there and expected to see our Kempôs Ridley 

one more time. When I arrived, I was surprised to find a slightly confused 

Loggerhead that did not want 

to wait until the sun went down 

before laying her eggs.         

Unfortunately, after a great start to the season, nesting activity slowed 

down quite a bit and we ended up with 89 nests for the season.  Our first 

hatchlings emerged from their nest on May 30
th
 and 86 babies made it to 

the water that night. The last nest hatched on October 4
th
 with 95 babies 

making their way out to sea. We had a total of 5,974 hatchlings making it 

to the water with the help of many very hard working volunteers and       

interns. Thanks for all your help.      

I am already looking forward to next season. 

NEW UNIFORM SHIRTS 

We have a new uniform shirt for volunteers and staff in Hospitality, Guest Services, Onsite Retail, 

Animal Educators and Calypso Queen Guides. If you are in one of these departments and have 

not yet picked up your shirt, please see Anna Allen in the Hospitality office.  



 

 

Red Carpet Screening 
of Dolphin Tale 
September 21, 2011 
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CMA VOLUNTEER NEWS    

Thank you to some outrageously helpful volunteers for making the Red 
Carpet Screening of Dolphin Tale a total hit! Dimitra Mantzaris was   
totally invaluable in the planning and implementation of several        
areas.  Brian Mahardy worked  tirelessly making sure all the heavy   
lifting, media signs and other technical components were all set. Heidi 
Wincek was a master at keeping things in line and bringing a team of 
teenage volunteers with her to make it happen. Among the others who 
helped make the night a success were Mandy Cornell, Carol Sullivan, 
Staci Kreitz, Linda Bourne, Debie Butler, Rafael & Geri Rivera and 
Karen Malo.   
 
All in all we had a four part event with nearly 5,000 in attendance. 
Thank you to all those who can be proud of making this event of    
splendor a day to remember.   
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Page 6    Thanks to Karen Altieri for this monthôs photos. 


